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STAT E  PA R K S MI S S I O N

W e will work with the people of Minnesota 
to provide a state park system, which 

preserves and manages Minnesota’s natural, 
scenic and cultural resources for present and 
future generations while providing appropriate 
recreational and educational opportunities.

NU M B E R O F  PA R K S & AC R E AG E

The Minnesota State Park system includes 
66 state parks and 6 recreation areas, 8 
waysides and 1 state trail that total more than 
244,000 acres.

NU M B E R O F  V I S I T O R S

In 2000, Minnesota State Parks hosted a 
8,513,404 visitors. Day use accounts for most 
of the visits. Camping accounts for about 10 
percent of park visits. About 20 percent of 
visitors come out of state - Minnesota loves its 
state parks! Nearly 800,000 people camped at 
state parks in 2000.

MO S T V I S I T E D  S TAT E  PA R K S 
According to annual visits (last tabulated in 

the year 2000) Fort Snelling was the most visited 
state park in Minnesota at 595,125 people 
and Interstate Park the fourth most visited with 
372,780 visitors.

FI R S T  PA R K C O M M I S S I O N E R

Jacob V. Brower, who mapped the headwaters 
of the Mississippi River at Itasca.

NE W E S T  S TAT E  PA R K S

Two new state recreation areas were added in 
2000. The new recreation areas are both located 
in the northern part of the state, the Big Bog 
Recreation Area in Beltrami County and the Red 
River Recreation Area in East Grand Forks. The 
Big Bog Recreation Area, a 9,100-acre section 
of the largest bog in the 48 contiguous states, 
fronts on Red Lake which is known for great 
crappie and northern fi shing. The ecosystem of 
Big Bog is known for diverse, rare and indigenous 
bog plants. The Red River Recreation Area at 
East Grand Forks includes the area that was hit 
by the fl oods of 1997. After the fl oods, the city 
and county planners envisioned changing it to a 
greenway and recreation area. The new recreation 
area eventually will include 2,000 acres for 
walking, biking, camping, and of course, fi shing.

OL D E S T  S TAT E  PA R K S

 Minnesota became the second oldest 
state park system in the country with the 
establishment of Itasca State Park on 
April 20, 1891.

 The next state park added to the system 
was Interstate State Park on 
April 25, 1895.

 The most signifi cant growth years for the 
park system occurred in 1937, 1957 and 
1963. In 1937, 10 new parks were added 
across the state. In 1957, fi ve parks were 
added including four along the North 
Shore. The largest number of parks added 
at one time (11) occurred in 1963.

 The longest cave in Minnesota is Mystery 
Cave located in Forestville State Park.

 Bison graze in Blue Mounds State Park.

6,381 picnic sites

68 group camps

4,378 campsites

62 historic districts 
or landmarks

1,600 buildings 
(595 that are on the 
National Register of 
Historic Places)

1,255 miles of trail

360 archaeological 
dig sites

1 state trail system

9 state waysides

332 miles of road

33 visitor centers

7 scientifi c and 
natural areas

33 fi shing piers (20 
that are accessible 
to people with 
disabilities)

218 horse camp sites

135 water access 
sites and landings

36 public beaches

STAT E  PA R K AM E N I T I E S

ACTIVITIES
ICON KEY

Rock
Climbing

Kayak

Wildlife
Watching

Cabin
Rental

Back
Packing

Horseback
Riding

Tent
Camping

Self-Guide
Hiking

Golf

Swimming

Canoeing

Fishing

Biking

Visitor
Center

Excursion
Boats

Mountain
Biking
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?BE A  SQ U I R R E L!

G reat River Greening invites school, community, 
and neighborhood groups to collect acorns 

for planting in Afton State Park.  It will culminate in 
the “Great Weigh-In Party and Planting” event on 
September 19th.  Cash prizes and eco-adventures 
will be awarded to the winning groups.  Free food 
provided to all! The “Million Acorn Challenge” 
is a unique opportunity to get kids involved by 
challenging them to improve their community and 
environment.  For registration information contact 
Justin Kutzer at 651-665-9500x18 or email him at 
jkutzer@greatrivergreening.org.

HO W T O  B E  A  HA P P Y  CA M P E R

Want to go on a camping trip with your family 
in the Fall but aren’t really sure how to camp in 
cooler weather?  Attend an “I Can Camp! Winter 
Workshop.”  This overnight workshop is offered at 
most of the Metro State Parks - so you can rough 
it close to home!  Our trained crew will be on hand 
to ensure your whole family has a safe and fun 
adventure.  There will be lots of outdoor activities for 

CO N S T R U C T I O N  O N T H E  IN T E R S TAT E

The northern entrance to “Upper Park” of 
Interstate State Park, and the surrounding area of 
glacial potholes, will be under construction.  We will 
strive to maintain full access on weekends, but it may 
not always be possible.  Heavier construction will 
occur Monday through Thursday in different areas of 
the park and you may encounter temporary delays 
or closures.  If you are interested in particular park 
attractions or amenities, please contact the park at 
(651) 465-5711 before your visit.

TI M E F O R A  CH E C K-UP

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Parks and Recreation, along with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge, and the Friends of the Minnesota 
Valley are gearing up for a second study of the park. 
The last study was conducted in 2001, and the hope 
is to have the new study completed in 2011 - and 
then continue doing these studies every 10 years.  So 
this is your last chance to get involved until 2021!  
The study seeks to gain an understanding of the 
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both kids and adults including nature walks, wildlife 
watching, fi shing, and geocaching treasure hunts.  
Learn the basic outdoor skills you’ll fi nd useful year-
round including how to set up camp and tents, start 
a fi re, and cook outdoors.  Plus, a focus on special 
considerations for safe Fall and Winter camping so 
you can enjoy Minnesota’s “other season” as much 
as the Summer!

GE T AWAY F R O M I T  AL L  I N  1 HO U R?
William O’Brien State Park is a great get-away 

located only about one hour from the Twin Cities.  
Construction of a third year-round camper cabin is 
complete and ready for rental, plus one seasonal 
cabin available through October.

HO R S E SE N S E

Wild River State Park is a popular horseback 
riding destination, but you’ll need to remember to 
purchase a horse trail pass for all riders aged 16 
and older before you hit the trails.  Horse passes 
may be purchased from DNR authorized Electronic 
License Service (ELS) vendors, located across the 
state.  These are the same vendors who sell fi shing 
and hunting licenses.  Horse trails are also open at 
Lake Maria State Park continuing throughout 
the Fall and Winter months.

The study seeks to gain an understanding of the 
public’s use and perceptions of the Minnesota River 
Valley and compare the results to those of a decade 
ago.  Surveys are being mailed to area residents, but 
if you’re a visitor to the park from outside the Twin 
Cities contact us at info.dnr@state.mn.us and request 
a copy of the “Minnesota River Valley Survey.”

GI V E  US A HA N D?
Each of the seven Metro State Parks has many 

opportunities to volunteer and help improve your 
environment and community.
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G rand oaks and delicate prairie flowers 
grace the rugged, rolling landscape of 

this park. Trails traverse remnant and restored 
prairies, wind down deep ravines and rise up to 
the grassy ridge tops and bluffs overlooking the 
scenic St. Croix River. 

HI S T O R Y

Afton Park was established in 1969 to 
preserve unique natural features and to provide 
opportunities for nature-oriented recreation.

WI L D L I F E

Birdwatchers can observe hawks and 
waterfowl on the St. Croix fl yway, bluebirds and 
meadowlarks in the grasslands, and waves of 
migratory birds in the fl oodplain. Deer, fox, and 
badgers live here along with the thirteen-lined 
ground squirrel, turkeys, gray and fox squirrels.

GE O L O GY

The park is cut by deep ravines which drop 
300 feet to the river. The ravines display 
spectacular outcrops of sandstone and the 
rugged terrain affords spectacular views of 
the St. Croix River Valley.

NAT U R A L I S T

The best way to learn more about Afton State 
Park is to stop at the park offi ce for a map and 
information about the park. See the interpretive 
exhibits in the visitor center for more information 
about the vegetation and wildlife resources in the 
park. Although the park does not have a naturalist 
on staff, activities are offered occasionally 
throughout the summer season and self-guided 
programs are also available.

LA N D S C A P E

The park is set in a rolling glacial moraine 
and bluff land. It contains a combination of oak 
openings and woodlands. The forests combine 
upland hardwoods with some pine plantations. 
Remnant prairies are being expanded and 
oak savannas are being restored through an 
aggressive resource management program 
that makes extensive use of volunteers. Park 
wildfl owers include prairie pasque fl owers and 
woodland ephemerals in the spring; butterfl y 
weed and puccoons on the summer prairie; and 
sunfl owers and blazing star in the fall.

A
fto

n

AF T O N EV E N T S

Sept 16 MNOC Orienteering Meet

Oct 6 Geocaching 101 @ 10am

Oct 27 Geocaching 101 @ 10am

Oct 12 Open House Day

Oct 18 Universe in the Park @ 8:30pm

Nov 1   I Can Camp! Winter Workshop

photo by Greg Seitz
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A day-use park located in the heart of the 
Twin Cities, this park offers Gun Club Lake, A Twin Cities, this park offers Gun Club Lake, A 

Snelling Lake, Pike Island where the Mississippi 
and Minnesota rivers converge, and trails that 
link to Minnehaha Park and the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge. Interpretive exhibits and 
fi lms on display in the Thomas C. Savage Visitor 
Center give visitors a good background on the 
history and resources of the park and area. 
Visit historic Fort Snelling for a view of military 
life in the 1820s. 

GE O L O GY

During the last Ice Age, retreating glaciers 
left thick moraine deposits over the bedrock 
in the area. As the glaciers melted, torrential 
melt waters carved through the deposits to 
form the valleys of what are now the Minnesota, 
Mississippi and St. Croix rivers.

HI S T O R Y

For hundreds of years before Europeans 
arrived, generations of Dakota people lived in 
villages along the Mississippi and Minnesota 
Rivers that meet in Fort Snelling State Park. The 
river confl uence was believed to be the place of 
origin and center of the earth by the bands of 
Mde-wa-kan-ton-wan Dakota, the “Dwellers 
by Mystic Lake.” By the late 1600s, Europeans 
had visited the area. In the 1820s, historic Fort 
Snelling was built on the bluff above the two 
historic rivers to control the exploration, trade, 
and settlement on these waterways. The area 
was established as a state park in 1962. The 
swimming beach, added in 1970, remains a 
popular recreation attraction in the park. In 1997, 
a new visitor center opened to the public.

WI L D L I F E

The forest bottoms and marshes have an 
abundance of wild life consisting of white-tailed 
deer, fox, woodchucks, badgers, and skunks. 
Visitors might also come across a fox snake which 
is almost identical in appearance to a rattle 
snake, but is not poisonous. Snapping, soft-
shelled and painted turtles can be seen basking 
in the sun along the river or in one of the lakes. 
Naturalist programs offered year round.

LA N D S C A P E

The park is located in the Mississippi River 
Sand plains Landscape Region at the confl uence 
of two great rivers, the Minnesota and the 
Mississippi. Most of the park is on the Minnesota 
River floodplain. The riverine environment 
hosts large cottonwood, silver maple, ash, and 
willow trees along the braided channels of the 
Minnesota River. Numerous picnic sites, a beach, 
and river and lake fi shing invite visitors to enjoy 
the recreational opportunities offered by this 
historic and beautiful park nestled in the shadow 
of city freeways and airport fl yways.

FO R T  SN E L L I N G  EV E N T S

Sept 12 Minnesota Get Outdoors Day 
1pm-5pm

Sept 18 Fishing Fridays 5:30pm - 8pm

Sept 24 Geocaching 101 @ 10 am

Oct 10 Two Wheel Tour 10 AM - 12 PM

Oct 16 Fishing Fridays @ 6:30 - 8 PM

Oct 22 Geocaching 101 @ 10 am
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T here is so much to do at Interstate State 
Park, located on the beautiful St. Croix River. 

Spring brings a great diversity of wildfl owers and 
in fall, the St. Croix River Valley forest is ablaze in 
the autumn colors of red, gold, and orange. The 
geology that formed this park intrigues visitors, 
and brings geologists from all over the world. At 
least 10 different lava fl ows are exposed in the 
park, along with two distinct glacial deposits, and 
traces of old stream valleys, faults, and glacial 
potholes that make this park unique.

NAT U R A L I S T

Due to budget shortfalls, there is no longer a 
naturalist at Interstate. Stop in at the interpretive 
center and enjoy the exhibits about the natural 
history of the area.

WI L D L I F E

Creeks and springs that fl ow into the St. Croix 
River support white-tailed deer, skunks, raccoons, 
squirrels, and many different birds. There are 
many places in the park to listen for bird songs 
and owl calls.

HI S T O R Y

In the 1800s, the threat of mining the St. 
Croix Dalles prompted leaders from Minnesota 
and Wisconsin to preserve the Dalles of the St. 
Croix River. Working together, the fi rst interstate 
(Minnesota and Wisconsin) park in the nation 
was established. The Minnesota Legislature 
established the park in 1895; the Wisconsin 
Legislature followed in 1900. Today, visitors can 
hike both sides of the St. Croix River at Interstate 
Park in Minnesota and Wisconsin.

GE O L O GY

About 1.1 billion years ago, earthquakes 
erupted from Taylors Falls to Lake Superior. At 
least 10 different lava fl ows were the result. The 
hardened basalt rock from these lava fl ows was 
partly responsible for the formation of the Dalles 
of the St. Croix and the bottom of the river. From 

530 million years ago up until 70 million years 
ago, the state was washed by advancing and 
retreating seas. Evidence of these ancient seas is 
revealed in the sedimentary rocks and formations 
found in the park. These rocks contain fossil 
remains of ancient animals, evidence of various 
creatures, and ripple marks left in stone by the 
now vanished seas. Actually, there have been 
many different St. Croix Valleys down through 
the ages. The original one was formed about 
70 million years ago. The last one, which exists 
today, was formed about 10,000 years ago. This 
last glacier formed both Glacial Lake Duluth, 
now Lake Superior, and Glacial Lake Grantsburg, 
now extinct. Glacial Lake Duluth was much larger 
than Lake Superior is now. As this giant body 
of ice thawed, its melt waters roared south to 
carve out the broad valley of the St. Croix. Only 
very resistant basalts were able to partially 
withstand the torrent, resulted in the Dalles, 
potholes, and cliffs.

LA N D S C A P E

The park’s landscape is diverse and includes 
fl oodplains and forests of hard maple, oak, and 
pine. Many rare and endangered species are 
found in the park. For a small, highly visited area, 
Interstate is a haven to these unique species. 
Historically, small gardens were planted in the 
pothole area in the early 1900s. The park is 
restoring these gardens for visitors to enjoy.
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IN S T E R S TAT E  PA R K EV E N T S

Sep 10 I Can Fish! Starts @ 9 AM

Sep 18 Glacial Pothole Tour @ 11 AM

Oct 12 Open House & Programming

Oct 13 Fishing on the Fly @ 8 AM

Oct 24 I Can Camp! Winter Workshop

Nov 1 Geocaching  101 @ 10 AM
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V isitors who come to Lake Maria State Park 
will enjoy one of the few remaining stands 

of the “Big Woods,” a maple, oak and basswood 
forest that once covered part of southern 
Minnesota. New log camper cabins, located 
near lakes and ponds, provide bunk beds for six 
people and a table and benches for campers who 
want more of the creature comforts.  Lake Maria 
State Park is home to the Blandings turtle, easily 
identifi ed by bright yellow spots on its shell. It is 
one of Minnesota’s threatened species.

NAT U R A L I S T

Although there is no full-time naturalist on 
staff, programs are available year-round.

HI S T O R Y

The Big Woods was a forest that once 
occupied 3,030 square miles in south-central 
Minnesota. The forest was comprised of 
maple, basswood, white and red elm, red 
oak, tamarack, and red cedar on the banks of 
numerous lakes. The trees were so thick that 
sunlight couldn’t penetrate to the forest floor 
in some spots. French explorers called the 
forest “Bois Grand” or “Bois Fort.” Later, 
settlers altered the name to the “Big Woods.” 
Today, farms, towns, suburbs, and industry have 
replaced much of the Big Woods. Fortunately, 
Lake Maria State Park retains a remnant of the 
grandness of the original Big Woods.

GE O L O GY

The park lies in the St. Croix Moraine, 
which was formed during the last glacier, the 
Wisconsin Age. The bedrock of the park is mainly 
granite covered by several feet of rock debris. 
Three different glaciers carved the landscape. 
The fi rst glacier came about one million years 
ago; the last glacier came about 10,000 years 
ago. The ice brought two types of soil: red, sandy 
till from around Lake Superior and clay and loam 
(sand, clay, silt, and organic matter) from the 
Red River Valley.

LA N D S C A P E

Lake Maria State Park is located at the 
northern edge of the Big Woods. This region 
is characterized by rough, wooded terrain and 
terminal moraine. The moraine consists of an 
accumulation of boulders, stone, and other debris 
left by a glacier that melted 10,000 years ago.

WI L D L I F E

The marshes, potholes, and lakes provide 
excellent habitat for wildlife. Approximately 205 
different species of birds have been reported 
living in, or passing through on seasonal 
migrations. Visitors have seen bald eagles, 
Cooper’s hawk, Franklin’s gull, osprey, common 
egret, common loon, trumpeter swans, great 
blue heron, marsh hawk, and goldfi nch. Owl 
species include the screech, great-horned, 
snowy, and short-eared. Mammals include 
shrews, bats, moles, rabbits, woodchucks, red 
and grey squirrels, pocket gophers, beaver, 
mice, fi sher, muskrats, mink, striped skunk, red 
fox, and white-tailed deer.
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LA K E MA R I A  EV E N T S

Sep 12 Outdoor Photography 
Workshop @ NOON

Sep 19 Wild Edibles & Cooking a 
Shore Lunch. Starts @ 9 AM

Oct 13 Raptor Center Performance

Oct 23 Open House & Programming

Oct 30 Remarkable Reptiles! @ 2 PM
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J ust minutes from the Twin Cities, this 
state recreation area preserves part of the 

Minnesota River Valley. The Minnesota Valley 
Trail links Fort Snelling State Park and units of 
the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge to 
waysides and other public lands. The landscapes 
are just as diverse as the trail system, and include 
wetlands, fl oodplain forest, and blufftop oak 
savanna. Wildlife observation and bird watching 
are popular activities year-round.

WI L D L I F E

Raccoons, mink, muskrat, wood duck, and 
beaver are some of the animals that benefi t 
from the protection of the river valley habitats. 
Hundreds of thousands of song birds and 
waterfowl are attracted to the extensive wetlands 
in the valley as they make their annual migrations 
through the valley fl yway. Along the trails in 
upland areas you may see white-tail deer, rabbits, 
squirrels, or red and grey fox.

HI S T O R Y

You are surrounded by history as you travel 
through the Minnesota River Valley. The Dakota 
people gave the river its name: Mini Sota and 
fi shed, hunted, and harvested wild rice from 
fl oodplain lakes. Many names that we see today 
are reminders of Dakota leaders whose villages 
were located along the lower Minnesota River: 
Black Dog, Shakopee, and Mazomani. In the 
early 1600s, European explorers, fur traders, 
and missionaries traveled the Minnesota River 
and by the 1860s settlers built homesteads 
and farmed along the river’s fertile banks. As 
railroads replaced steamboats, many river towns 
became ghost towns.

 In the Minnesota Valley Recreation Area you 
can see the only remaining building from the town 
of St. Lawrence or visit the Jabs Farm Homestead. 
You can also enjoy the landscape and wildlife that 
has attracted people here for centuries.

GE O L O GY

Over 10,000 years ago, the Glacial River 
Warren, fl owing from Glacial Lake Agassiz, cut 
through what is today, the Minnesota River Valley. 
When the glacial river retreated, it left a broad 
valley with a much smaller stream. In places, the 
valley is fi ve miles wide and 300 feet deep.

LA N D S C A P E

The Minnesota River Valley is a rich mosaic 
of plant and animal communities. The valley 
holds fl oodplain marshes, wet meadows, fens, 
and lakes. These wetlands are maintained by the 
river and by the spring-fed streams draining from 
the base of the bluffs. The hillsides and bluffs 
support oak forest and oak savanna remnants. 
They offer outstanding scenic overlooks. As the 
seasons unfold, you will fi nd spring wildfl owers, 
fall colors, abundant wildlife, and the every-
changing river landscape.
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MN VA L L E Y  EV E N T S

Sep 10 I Can Camp! Winter Workshop

Sep 15 Geocaching 101 @ 10 AM

Sep 25 Fitness Hike @ 8 AM

Oct 11 Mountain Biking Fun Ride 
begins @ 11 AM in Eagan

Oct 22 Picnic Hike @ 10 AM in Eagan

Nov 6 Winter Bike Riding Workshop
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L ocated along 18 miles of the beautiful St. 
Croix River the park provides opportunities 

for semi-modern camping, group camping, 
backpack camping, canoe camping, and walk-in 
camping. Reserve the guest house or one of the 
two camping cabins.  An all-season trail center is 
a great spot to relax after hiking on the 35-mile 
trail system. A visitor center has exhibits and 
environmental education programs and is 
open all year-round.

NAT U R A L I S T

Naturalist Programs are available year-round. 
Pick up a schedule of activities at the park offi ce. 
The park also provides programs to schools and 
other groups upon request. Call (651) 583-2925 
for more information.

WI L D L I F E

Wild River provides habitat for a variety of 
wildlife. Hawks, owls, eagles, and a diversity of 
songbirds are common. The tracks of beaver, 
raccoon, fox, coyote, otter, mink, and deer are 
often seen in the soft earth or snow. Northern 
pike, walleye, and smallmouth bass are found 
in the St. Croix River. Squirrels and other small 
mammals thrive in oak forests and savannas. 
Prairie restoration sites are increasingly used by 
meadowlarks and grassland sparrows.

HI S T O R Y

The St. Croix River Valley was fi rst occupied by 
nomadic people 6,000 years ago. For thousands 
of years, the valley was home for the Dakota and 
Ojibwe Indians. Samuel’s Fur Post and Connor’s 
Goose Creek Post were active in 1847. After 
Minnesota became a territory in 1849, a military 
road was constructed through the park. It was 
part of the route from Hastings to Lake Superior 
and a portion of it is still evident today. The towns 
of Sunrise and Amador were founded in the 
1850s. The great white pine logging era resulted 
in the building of Nevers Dam in 1890. The dam 
operated until 1912. Read a Web version of the 
book: Nevers Dam...The Lumberman’s Dam.

The park was established to protect the natural 
and cultural resources and to provide recreational 
opportunities along the St. Croix River. The park’s 
name “Wild River” is derived from the fact that 
the St. Croix River was one of the original eight 
rivers protected by the U.S. Congress through the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968. Nearly 5,000 
of the park’s total 6,803 acres were donated by 
Northern States Power Company.

GE O L O GY

Wild River’s varied landscape was created by 
the events of the last Ice Age. Over one million 
years ago, glaciers up to a mile in depth moved 
into the region. Ten thousand years ago the 
melting of the last glacier formed both the Duluth 
and Grantsburg Glacial Lakes. These lakes 
supplied the water power that created the present 
St. Croix River Valley.

LA N D S C A P E

Wild River State Park lies within the Anoka 
Sand Plain and Mille Lacs Uplands subsections. 
This region is on the southern edge of the 
transition zone of pine forest, hardwood forest, 
and oak savanna. Once covered by Glacial Lake 
Grantsburg, this area today is a smooth and sandy 
plain. The few ridges may represent islands that 
stood above the lake level. Prescribed burns are 
conducted annually to better manage and restore 
oak savanna and prairie areas.
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WI L D RI V E R EV E N T S

Sep 5 Blacksmithing Demo and 
Show.  Begins @ 2 PM

Sep 12 Geocaching 101 @ 10 AM

Sep 18 Flint Knapping @ 11 AM

Oct 3 Junior Naturalist @ 8 AM

Oct 11 Cool BUGS! Call for times.

Oct 30 Campfi re Stories @ Dark!

Nov 3 I Can Camp! Winter Workshop

photo by 
McGhiever
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A great “get away” park only one hour from 
the Twin Cities, William O’Brien provides 

a beautiful setting for quality recreation along 
the banks of the St. Croix River. Hiking trails offer 
quiet exploration of the park’s rolling, wooded 
hills. For anglers, the channels of the St. Croix 
have northerns, walleye, bass and trout. Ideal for 
canoeing, the river is also a migratory pathway 
that offers visitors an exciting diversity of sights 
and sounds. In the winter, snowshoeing, skiing 
and camping attract enthusiasts.

WI L D L I F E

Raccoon, mink, beaver and woodchucks are 
prevalent. Upland meadows and woods provide 
a great environment for white-tail deer and fox. 
Birdwatchers frequently spot woodpeckers, 
bluebirds, orioles, herons, raptors and a variety 
of warblers.

HI S T O R Y

The Dakota and Ojibwe Indians utilized the 
resources of the valley rich in fur-bearing animals, 
wild game, and useful plants. In the 1600s, 
European trappers arrived to engage in the 
lucrative fur-trade industry. Later, lumberjacks 
began to harvest the stands of white pine. 
Sawmills began to dot the St. Croix riverway and 
the industry fl ourished in the mid-1800s until the 
valley was cleared of white pine. William O’Brien, 
a lumber baron, bought much of the land once 
owned by the lumber companies. In 1947, his 
daughter donated 180 acres to be developed as a 
state park in memory of her father. Over the years, 
other privately owned pieces of land were added 
to the park which now totals 1,520 acres.

GE O L O GY

Sandstone outcrops formed millions of 
years ago by inland seas are found along the 
St. Croix River. Glacial activity played a major 
role in developing the picturesque valley. As 
the huge glaciers lumbered south, they scoured 
the sandstone and deposited soil and rocks of 
various sizes. As large masses of ice melted, the 
tremendous volume of released water cut through 
the soft sandstone, creating the St. Croix River 
and landscaping the wide, boulder-strewn valley.

NAT U R A L I S T :
Naturalist programs are available year-round.

LA N D S C A P E

The variety of vegetation types, the St. Croix 
River fl oodplain, oak-hickory forests, scattered 
white pine areas, marshes, oak savanna, upland 
prairie and rolling meadows, provides habitat 
for diverse wildlife populations. Wildfl owers give 
color to the spring woods and the summer fi elds. 
One of the best canoeing rivers in the nation, the 
St.Croix offers pristine scenery just minutes from 
a major metropolitan area.
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WI L L I A M O’BR I E N  EV E N T S

Sep 4 Geocaching 101 @ 10 AM

Sep 10 Astronomy in the Park (at dark)

Sep 18 Life of the Voyageur @ 11 AM

Oct 2 Antique Train Ride @ NOON

Oct 12 I Can Fish! Starts 9 AM Sharp

Oct 30 Campfi re Stories @ Dusk!
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B asic park fees include the annual sticker, 
special annual permit (for people with 

disabilities), day use sticker, and camping fees.
State parks’ annual operating budget is about 

$23.6 million. About 1/3 of this annual budget 
comes from park user fees. The other 2/3, and more, 
is returned to the state in the form of state taxes 
and revenue generated through purchases made 
in local communities by state park visitors. The 
1998 bonding bill provided Minnesota State Parks 
with nearly $15 million for building rehabilitation, 
acquisition, new building development, and road, 
trail and campground rehabilitation.

Minnesota state parks benefi t visitors, 
communities, the economy and the environment. 
Benefi ts to visitors include opportunities for 
recreation plus places to go to experience solitude, 
enjoy the natural environment, learn about nature 
and relax. Communities gain a sense of community 
pride, a better understanding of their natural 
environment and a greater sense that they are 
a special place to live and work. The economy 
benefi ts from visitor spending in local communities, 
employment opportunities, and economic growth 
generated by state parks. The environment benefi ts 
from the species diversity and ecosystem health 
associated with protection of the myriad natural 
resources found within state parks.

Return to the economy: Day visitors to state parks 
spend an average of $22 a day in communities 
surrounding the parks. Those who stay overnight 
spend about $28.50 per day. This accounts for more 
than $196 million in visitor spending.

PA R K PA R T N E R S 
V O L U N T E E R P R O G R A M

If you are interested in lending a hand to help 
Minnesota State Parks, you’re invited to become a 
Park Partner. Patterned after the Adopt-a-Park idea, 
Park Partners is designed to encourage businesses, 
civic groups and individuals to volunteer their time 
to improve and maintain state parks, monuments, 
historic sites and trails.

Projects in state parks fall into three categories:
 Building/facility improvement Projects to 

build picnic tables, trail benches, creative 
play areas, picnic shelters; and restore hiking 
trails.

 Resource management projects to improve 
prairie and forest landscapes. These projects 
include planting trees, picking prairie seeds, 
and getting rid of noxious plants.

 Educational/interpretive projects to help park 
visitors understand the unique ecosystems in 
the park. Projects include funding for kiosks, 
interpretive signs, brochures, and slide-AV 
shows.

Citizens may also contribute to state parks by 
donating to projects they care about. As a Park 
Partner, groups and individuals may provide dollars, 
materials or labor for projects. Typically projects vary 
in cost from $1,000 to $5,000.

If you are interested in fi nding out more about the 
Park Partners program, contact Pat Arndt:

Telephone:  (651) 259-5578
E-Mail:  info.dnr@state.mn.us.
Or inquire in person at any park Visitor Center.
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